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Focusing its work on promoting innovative approaches in language education since 1995, the 
European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML) of the Council of Europe plays a significant role in 
disseminating good practice and assisting in its implementation in member states.

The ECML runs research and development projects within the framework of medium-term program-
mes of activities. These projects are led by international teams of experts and concentrate mainly 
on training multipliers, promoting professional teacher development and setting up expert networks. 
The ECML’s publications, which are the results of these projects, illustrate the dedication and active 
involvement of all those who participated in them, particularly the project co-ordination teams.

The overall title of the ECML’s second medium-term programme (2004-2007) is “Languages for 
social cohesion – Language education in a multilingual and multicultural Europe”. This thematic 
approach should enable us to deal with one of the major challenges our societies have to face at 
the beginning of the 21st century, highlighting the role of language education in improving mutual 
understanding and respect among the citizens of Europe.

***

Set up in Graz, Austria, the ECML is an “Enlarged Partial Agreement” of the Council of Europe to 
which thirty-three countries have currently subscribed . Inspired by the fundamental values of the 
Council of Europe, the ECML promotes linguistic and cultural diversity and fosters plurilingualism 
and pluriculturalism among the citizens living in Europe. Its activities are complementary to those of 
the Language Policy Division, the Council of Europe unit responsible for the development of policies 
and planning tools in the field of language education.

For further information on the ECML and its publications:
European Centre for Modern Languages
Nikolaiplatz 4
A-8020 Graz
http://www.ecml.at 

This publication is also available for download at the following website:
http://www.ecml.at/epostl 

The opinions expressed in this publication are the responsibility of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy of the Council of Europe.

© Council of Europe, February 2007 

1 The 33 member states of the Enlarged Partial Agreement of the ECML are: Albania, Andorra, 
Armenia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, United Kingdom.
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The European Portfolio for Student Teachers of Languages (EPOSTL) is a document 
intended for students undergoing their initial teacher education which encourages 
them to reflect on the didactic knowledge and skills necessary to teach languages, 
helps them to assess their own didactic competences and enables them to monitor 
their progress and to record their experiences of teaching during the course of their 
teacher education. It was developed for the European Centre for Modern Languages 
of the Council of Europe by a team of teacher educators from Armenia, Austria, 
Norway, Poland and UK, assisted by student teachers and teacher educators 
from all 33 member states of the ECML. Building on insights from the Common 
European Framework of Reference and the European Language Por tfolio as well as 
the European Commission-financed project European Profile for Language Teacher 
Education – A Frame of Reference (Profile), it seeks to help prepare students for 
their future profession in a variety of teaching contexts. Fur ther, the EPOSTL can 
facilitate discussion of aims and curricula between teacher educators working 
within different national or European contexts.
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The Council of Europe has 47 member states, covering virtually the entire continent of Europe. It 
seeks to develop common democratic and legal principles based on the European Convention on 
Human Rights and other reference texts on the protection of individuals. Ever since it was founded in 
1949, in the aftermath of the second world war, the Council of Europe has symbolised reconciliation.
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